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Abstract

Ii 126- day stu dy was con ducted to determine growth, n utri cnt intake and digestibility
of West African Dwarf (TVAD) goats fed melon husk (MH) and palm oil slurry (PaS)
as replacement JCJI' niai:e offal at 30% ill concentrate diets. Sixteen goats weigh.ng G.5
_. 7.0kg )vere randomly assigned to 4 dietary treatments at 4 replicates 0/ e ach.
Dietary tre atnients included control (Diet J): 0% un 0% pas; Diet 2: so-: Af!! ()O"

pas,' Did 3: o«, MfI 30% pas; a ntl Diet 4: 30?" Ml! 30% pas, sup pletucnt ed wit h
Pa1/iC11I1Iniaxinunn (grass). Data collected l\'ere statistically ana lyse d an d res IIIIs
showed that a nitn als on control Diet (Diet I) had th e highest (P<O.05) average da i!v
weig ht gain 0/31.57g/day, an d a co rrcsponding highest (P«U)5) feed intake o(3ri5

. 97g/da)' and best feed conversion ratio of' 11.59. Anim als fed Diet 3 had lowe st
(P<0.05j average daily weight gain of 19.42g/da)', with corresponding lowest
(P<O.05) d ty niatt er intake of 334.9.:/g/dll)' and poorfced conversion ratio of 17.::4,
respectively Variations in drv IIIalter, organic mauer and crude fibre (CF) int al.e
were significant (P<0.05). Crude protein (CP) intake decreased progrcssivclvfrom
diet I 10 4, bill not significantly (P > 0.05). CF intake Il'as highest ill diet 4 (l24.6g)
and lowest in diet 1(64. 72g). Ether extract (52.80g), Ash (21.48g), Neutral detergent
fibre (222. 88g), and lignin (60.64g) were highest in diet 4. DIY m at ter digestib ility
was highest in animals on diet 2 (86.31%) and lowest ill those on diet 4 (72.28%). If
was evident Ihat goal s could be fed M Hand POS a II he incl usio 11le vets ad opted in th is
slUdv excepl at 30% POS inclusioll level a twhich growth was !)()'?,rest.
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