»

T

pnal indastry forwand: The role of Agricudiural Extension ...

Moving the ol
i Bl

nMOVING THE ANIMAL INDUSTRY FORWARD: THE ROLE O
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION - AN OVERVIEW CGF NIGERIA?
EXPERIENCE |

AINA. A.B. J, MINSAP, MASAN
Department of Animal Production and ilealt!:
University of Agriculture. PMB 224, Abeokuia. NIGERIA

INTRODUCTION
What is Animal industry?

Animal industry could mean the manageme:!
and production of farm animals and their prod-
ucts which render nutritional and econcmi

benefits to man. This idea encompasses all as-
pects of animal production and primary and by
- products utilization.

“Vhat is agricultural extension?

This is an agricultural practice that has an in-
creasing positive influence on the agricultural
production system like application of new tech-
n-logy through extension into animal preduc-
tion wethod or system that can bring an in-
creasing yield e.g. meat, milk, egg etc.
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‘Treditional extension approaches like Re:ult
Methed demonstration, commodity approach
and the Training and Demonstration approach
are based on the “transfer of technology” (T¢71)
. madel The ToT model has been the commo::
practice for developing and spreading insova-
tions in many developing countries. It is based
on the assumption that a transfer of technology
aid knowledge from the scientists to farmers
vill trigger development. The model assumes
that farmers’ problems can be solved by people
and institutions that have ‘modern’ knowledge.

AV . .
When there s failure, farmers have often been
——

considered as the problem. They are vi
by scientists as bad managers of resc
aind in some cases retrogressive. The rc
the exrension agent is to assist farme
putting the ready made technology into
tice, despite the fact that such technol
mav ot be appropriate

Toe cverall result of this over the yea
develezing countries has been the failu
the e..onsion service. Efforts have
made o introduce imiproved version
some ot the approaches under the
mode!. The introduction of the Training
[isits ([&V, system (with its unique
tuzes such as field-famer orientation, re;
2na conttrucus trainiag, single line of
! 5 o'ers;, the introductio
farming systcins perspective and the ince
ration of On-farmi-#.daprive-Research
n pracrice are just a few of the ef
pact of research and e
ider farms. These efforts
witlistaiding, ¢xtension services in deve
ing countries particularly Nigeria has n

very minimal impact.
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