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ABSTRACT

The detection of Marek's disease virus (MDV) was made in seven (7)
selected poultry flocks with ages between 11 and 44 weeks in Lagos, Ogun
and Oyo states in Southwestern Nigeria. Polymerase chain reaction
techniqgue was used for the detection. Four (11,24,35 and 44 weeks old) out
of the 7 flocks screened were positive for Marek's disease virus. Eight tissue
samples that were positive include feather, liver and spleen. Since Marek's
disease is of economic importance to the poultry industry, further studies
are necessary to serotype MDV in Nigeria.
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