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Biography

Dr. Martha N. Bemji serves as an Associate Professor and current Acting Head of
Department of Animal Breeding and Genetics, Federal University of Agriculture,
Abeokuta (FUNAAB), Nigeria. She is an adviser of 80 students cutting across 100 - 500
levels and lectures three undergraduate courses, namely: Principles of Genetics (ABG
301), Quantitative Heredity in Animal Breeding (ABG 304), Animal Behaviour and
Welfare (ABG 503) and three postgraduate courses: Population Genetics (ABG 805),
Developmental Genetics (ABG 810) and Poultry Genetic Resources (ABG 701). She is
involved in research and supervision of students at both undergraduate and postgraduate
levels. In administrative capacity, a Senate member, College Representative at Student
Industrial Work Scheme Committee and also a Postgraduate School Representative at
Examination Panels from time to time.

Dr. Bemji holds the FUNAAB Ph.D degree in Animal Breeding and Genetics, M.Sc.
(Animal Science) and Bachelor of Agriculture from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
Nigeria. She also has Diploma and certificates from short term courses in Computer
programming, Recombinant DNA and Polymerase chain reaction techniques,
respectively.

Earlier in her career, she held management positions at FUNAAB among which were
Coordinator, Department of Animal Breeding and Genetics (2007-2009), Deputy Dean
and Coordinator of postgraduate programmes in College of Animal Science and
Livestock Production (2010 - 2012); Chaired several committees and served as member
in several College/University committees and has over the years obtained eight (8)
commendation letters from various authorities in recognition of her meritorious service.

During the last 15 years at FUNAAB, she has supervised several research projects mostly
on small ruminant genetics and improvement, graduating over 88 undergraduate and 8
Masters students as major supervisor, 11 Masters and 2 PhD students as minor supervisor
while supervision of 10 undergraduate and 2 postgraduate students is on-going. She has
served as External Examiner of one PhD Thesis.

Dr. Bemji has over 53 published research articles (33 journal papers and 20 refereed
conference proceedings) in both local and international journals and has served as a
reviewer for several highly reputable local and international journals. She is a Registered
Animal Scientist with the Nigerian Institute of Animal Science and a member of several
professional Organizations: International Goat Association (IGA), International Society
for Animal Genetics (ISAG) and Life Member of the Nigerian Society for Animal
Production (NSAP).
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EDUCATION
1999-2003 Ph.D Animal Breeding & Genetics
Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta (FUNAAB), Nigeria
2000 - 2001 Certificates in DNA & PCR Techniques
FUNAAB (2-week courses in DNA/PCR techniques)
1998 Diploma in Computer Progamming
Soft Design Computer Institute, Zaria, Nigeria (3-month course)
1993-1995 M.Sc Animal Science, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria
1989-1993 Bachelor of Agriculture (Second class honors, upper division)
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria
1986-1988 G.C.E. ‘A’ Level Certificate
Cameroon College of Arts, Sci. & Tech., Bambili, Cameroon
1981-1986 G.C.E. ‘O’ Level Certificate

Cameroon College of Arts, Sci. & Tech., Bambili, Cameroon

PRIZES, SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARD, COMMENDATIONS

o Best graduating student of the Department of Animal Science, Ahmadu Bello
University (ABU), Zaria in 1993.

o German Academic Exchange (DAAD) Scholarship for M.Sc study in ABU, Zaria
in 1994,

o DAAD Scholarship for Ph.D study in ABU, Zaria in 1995 (Elapsed).

o Vice Chancellor’s overseas Conference grant (FUNAAB) and International Goat
Association (IGA) Scholarship to cover costs at the 9™ International Conference
on Goats, Mexico in 2008.

o Tertiary Education Trust Fund overseas conference grant award by Federal
Government of Nigeria to attend 5" All African Conference on Animal
Agriculture in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from October 24-28, 2010.

o Sponsorship by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Biosciences eastern
and central Africa - International Livestock Research Institute (BecA-ILRI) to
attend the Agricultural Research Connections Workshop at Nairobi, Kenya from
July 21-26, 2013.
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Sponsorship to attend a workshop organized by BecA-ILRI Hub on Scientific
Research Paper Writing at the Nelson Mandela Institute of Science and
Technology, Arusha, Tanzania on November 18-22, 2013.

2014 Travel Grant Award by organizing Committee of World Congress on
Genetics to attend the 10™ World Congress on Genetics Applied to Livestock
Production at VVancouver, British Columbia, Canada on August 17-22, 2014.

Sponsorship to attend a workshop on “Advanced Genomics and Bioinformatics
Training” organized by Biosciences Eastern and Central Africa - International
Livestock Research Institute Hub, Nairobi, Kenya from September 7-18, 2015.

Eight (8) letters of commendation from different authorities in recognition of
good performance/general attitude to work from 2000 - 2017.

Research Grant Award

Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) Research grant (2010) No.
UNAAB/IFSERAR/IRG 46 by Federal Government of Nigeria through Institute of
Food Security, Environmental Resources and Agricultural Research (IFSERAR),
FUNAAB to investigate “Prevalence of sheep and goat mange as influenced by
coat colour phenotype and associated haematological and biochemical parameters”
(Team Leader).

TETFund Research grant (2010) to the tune of N400,000 to investigate
Population survey and genetic characterization of Muturu cattle in Nigeria
(Member of Team).

Science and Technology Education Post-Basic (Step B) project grant tagged
“2010 Innovators of tomorrow grants” to the tune of N400,000 by Federal
Ministry of Education to augment ETF research grant in item (a) (Team Leader).

TETFUND Research grant (2013) to the tune of N1,500,000 to investigate
“Adaptation, multiplication and crossbreeding of Kalahari Red and West African
Dwarf goats for enhanced livelihood among farm families. (Member of Team).

TETFUND Research grant (2015) to the tune of N1,470,000 to investigate
“Performance, multiplication and crossbreeding of Kalahari Red and West
African Dwarf goats for enhanced livelihood among farm families. (Member of
Team).

CV Rahman International Fellowship for African Researchers for 6-month
Postdoctoral Fellowship in 2016 by the Government of India (elapsed).



WORK EXPERIENCE

Aug. 1, 2017 - July 31, 2019 Acting Head of Department of Animal Breeding and
Genetics, FUNAAB

October 1, 2014 - Associate Professor

Jan. 19, 2010 - Jan. 19, 2012 Deputy Dean,
College of Animal Science and Livestock Production
(COLANIM), FUNAAB, Nigeria

June 1, 2009 - Sept. 31, 2014 Senior Lecturer,
Department of Animal Breeding & Genetics, FUNAAB

Aug. 2, 2007 - May 11, 2009 Coordinator,
Department of Animal Breeding & Genetics, FUNAAB

Nov. 5, 2005 - July 31, 2009 Lecturer I,
Department of Animal Breeding & Genetics, FUNAAB

July 6, 2002 - Nov. 8, 2005 Lecturer 1l
Department of Animal Breeding & Genetics, FUNAAB

June, 2001- Nov., 2002 Editorial Assistant
ASSET Journal, FUNAAB

MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES

Member, International Society for Animal Genetics (ISAG)

Member, International Goat Association (IGA)

Member Canadian Society for Animal Science (2015)

Registered Animal Scientist of the Nigerian Institute of Animal Science
Life Member, Nigerian Society for Animal Production (NSAP)
Member, Genetics Society of Nigeria

Member, Biotechnology Society of Nigeria (2004/2005)

STUDENT SUPERVISION
e Undergraduate level: Supervised 88 students from 2003 - 2017.
e Postgraduate level: Major supervisor of 8 Masters student (completed) ; Minor
Supervisor of 11 Masters (completed); Major Supervisor of 1 PhD student
(ongoing), Minor supervisor of 2 Ph.D students (completed) from 2007 to 2017.

EXTERNAL EXAMINER
e One PhD Thesis titled “Genetic diversity and phylogeographic structure of
Nigerian locally adapted chickens”
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