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PURPOSE OF UNIVERSITIES

“Universities are multi-purpose organizations undertaking
research and public services and it is extremely difficult
to measure the outputs in meaningful terms. The
composition of its members also provides a difference;
for example, most of the academic and administrative
staff in effect possess virtual life tenure whereas most of
the student population is replaced every three to five
years. Universities are permanent organizations; there
may be differences of opinion about the form in which it
will continue to exist but the concept of non survival
does not trouble the minds of the members.”
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= Lawrence H. Summers, Harvard University President,
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