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ABTRACT

Studies were conducted on the influence of age and parturition interval of West
African Dwarf (WAD) ewes on birth weight, ‘'serum immunoglobulin (lg)
concentration and mortality rates in their neonatal lambs. Age of ewe significantly
influenced birth weight of lambs with the effect being more pronounced on twin
lambs (P<0.01) than on singles (P<0.05). Among single lambs, those from ewes
below 12 months of age had significantly (P<0.05) lower birth weights than lambs
from older ewes: Among twins, lambs from ewes below 36 months of age had
significantly (P<0.01) lower birth weights than those from older ewes. There was
no significant (P<0.05) effect of age of ewe on serum Ig concentration in single
lambs. However, twin lambs from ewes below 18 months of age had significantly
(P<0.05) lower Ig concentrations than lambs from older ewe The neonatal mortality
rate for all lambs was significantly (p<0.01) affected by age of the ewe, an
influence that was mainly contributed by twin lambs from ewes below 18 months of
age which had excessively high mortality rates. Parturition intervals of less than six
months resulted in the high lamb-mortality rate while the least rate was associated
with intervals above eight months.
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