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Abstract 
 
Detectlon of Newcastle disease virus was carried out using the antigen  
rapid test kit (Antigen R Animal genetics, Inc. Korea) in vaccinated and  
unvaccinated local chickens, ducks and ducklings of varying ages 2- 52weeks. 
These comprised of adult vaccinated local chickens (32) and  
unvaccinated adult local chickens (24), ducks (8) and ducklings (3).  
Result showed one of the unvaccinated grower chickens and four (4) of the  
vaccinated adult local chickens were positive for Newcastle disease virus  
without clinical signs of the disease. None of the unvaccinated ducks and  
ducklings was positive for the virus. The virus strain Infecting birds are  
however varied in the clinical signs they produce. A comprehensive study  
and characterization of virus strains infecting birds in Nigeria Is hereby  
advised as Newcastle has a potential for very serious economic Impact  
and International trade restriction for poultry iIndustry. This coupled with  
Seroprevalence In unvaccinated bird population would give a reflection of  
endemicity of Newcastle disease in our environment.  
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