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ABSTRACT

Investigations were carried out to determine the effect of mechanical seed
scarification (clipped at 2mm from micropyle. 2 mm around seed Circumference
and 2mm from the distal end), sulphuric acid concentration and treatment time;
and ratios of seed weight to volume of hot water on germination in seeds of African
star apple (Chysophyllum albidum). Results showed that hot water treatment and
mechanical scarification and treatment time are factors which enhanced
germination in seeds of C. albidum. Highest percentage value of 68.6 and 86.1
were recorded when 10g or seeds were soaked in 1 litre and 2 litres of hot water
respectively. Highest percentage of 70 was recorded when seeds were scarified at
the distal end. Zero germination percent was recorded when 98% concentrated
sulphuric acid was used to treat the seeds for 60 minutes. With respect to sulphuric
acid treatment, results showed that the higher the acid concentration and
treatment time, the lower the germination percentage.
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